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CLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St Andrews 
Mission on Monday 15th January 2018 

 
18/001 Present: - Councillors M Topping (Chairman), J Allan, H Cross, A Holman,  
C Topping, J Wallinger, M Whattam and A Wilson 
 
County Councillor M Jordan 
 
Mr Dave Herring – Cliffe Playing Field Association 
Two members of the public were also present 
 
18/002 Apologies: - District Councillor J Deans 

           
18/003 Declarations of Interest: - None 
 
18/004 Public Session:- 
A trustee of the South Duffield Charity advised that no money had been distributed yet and it 
was agreed that Councillor H Cross would also be appointed as a trustee of the charity. 
 
A member of the public raised concern regarding dog fouling particularly on Station Lane 
and it was noted that it is particularly bad throughout the village at present. Clerk to chase up 
dog bin on order for Station Lane and also to contact Selby District Council dog warden to 
request more signage.  
 
Presentation from Cliffe Playing Field Association (CPFA) 
Mr Dave Herring reported that the Police and Crime Commissioner Community Fund have 
funded a fence the full length of the car park area and also thanked County Councillor M 
Jordan for the donation received from his Locality Budget which has been used to purchase a 
new strimmer and grass cutting equipment. 
 
It was noted that the Drax Power Ltd Community Landfill Fund have now agreed a grant for 
the sports wall totalling £6,180 subject to match funding and 10% of the grant being provided 
by a 3rd party which the CPFA have agreed to cover. 
 
Mr Herring reported that three quotes had been received which have been initially evaluated 
by the CPFA and that they are seeking advice from Groundworks and an independent 
assessor who is giving their advice free in order to assist them. Mr Herring also advised that 
the CPFA would be taking the opportunity to look at the equipment on site.  
 
It was noted that unfortunately the CPFA cannot claim the VAT back at present but that they 
are continuing to look at this for the future and it was agreed that following the Parish 
Councils commitment in principle at the July 2017 meeting to match fund this would be put 
on the February agenda to formally agree the amount. 
The Parish Council also discussed the high costs associated with play/sports equipment. 
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Mr Herring advised that the CPFA are working with Heritage Lottery regarding the history of 
the playing fields and that they would also like to involve the school and the Parish Council. 
 
18/005 Listen to reports from County and District Councillors:-  
 
County Councillor M Jordan reported that both North Yorkshire County Council and Selby 
District Council were still to confirm their budgets for 2018/19 and reported that a recent 
business forum had attracted over 150 businesses and that it is hoped this will be repeated in 
the near future. 
It was also noted that following an initial trial the North Yorkshire County Council Part Night 
Lighting Scheme is now to be introduced throughout the borough. 
 
18/006 Police Report:- 
 
A report listing the recent Ringmaster notifications received by the clerk was distributed. The 
Parish Council also discussed the recent caravan thefts and hare coursing in the village.  
 
18/007 Confirmation of Minutes:- 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 11th December 2017 were proposed by 
Councillor H Cross, seconded by Councillor C Topping and unanimously agreed. 
 
18/008 Matters Arising: - No items raised 
 
18/009 Items for Discussion:- 
 
a) Public Rights of Way  
Councillor A Wilson advised that she is aiming to organise an event in April or May to 
promote the opening of the walking routes. 
 
Newhay Lane Footpath  
The clerk advised that Mike Guerney - NYCC Public Rights of Way Officer has chased the 
homeowner for a quote to move the oil tanker so they can proceed with the opening up of the 
legal line of the path. 
 
b) Highway Issues  
 
Cliffe Crossroads 
The clerk advised that she had chased Highways for the quote requested and was awaiting a 
response. 
 
Crossing Patrol 
The clerk reported that she had raised the Parish Councils concerns regarding the lack of a 
School Crossing Patrol Officer with Highways and had received the following response:- 
“I am aware that there is relief cover however they are only available for the odd day, short 
term so will not be covering Cliffe. I have made tentative enquiries as to an expected return 
date, but was advised that the school are dealing with the absence”. 
 
 



3 

 

The Parish Council discussed the ongoing concerns with children crossing the A63 and it was 
agreed that the clerk would write to the school to request an update on the School Crossing 
Patrol Officer and to register the Parish Councils concerns. 
 
Concern was also raised that the School Crossing Patrol Officer is currently off sick and there 
has been no crossing patrol for the past two months and it was agreed to raise this as a safety 
concern with Highways. 
 
Clay Lane 
It was noted that the landowner had reported that trial bikes and 4 x 4 vehicles have been 
riding on the lane which combined with the wet weather has made the condition even worse. 
The clerk advised that she had reported this to Mike Guerney - NYCC Public Rights of Way 
Officer and had also requested written permission for Ouse and Derwent Drainage Board to 
carry out repair work. 
 
Councillor A Holman reported that Nathan Culpan – Ouse and Derwent Drainage Board had 
advised that they will have a look at this next time they are carrying out drainage work on 
Clay Lane. 
 
Turnham Lane 
The clerk reported that North Yorkshire County Council have confirmed that the footpath 
clearance has been added to their programme of works but that no date has been given for 
this.  
 
c) Grass Cutting Contract 2018 – Deferred until the end of the meeting, to be discussed in 
Part 2 (Press and Public excluded) 
 
d) Village Green 
The Chairman advised that he had spoken to the contractors and they are happy for the Parish 
Council to purchase a replacement Christmas tree which will be deducted from the retention 
payment. The Chairman also reported a fault with the maintenance access gate, clerk to report 
to the contractors and no retention payment to be made until the remaining defects are sorted 
out. 
 
It was noted that the Chairman would be purchasing hedging plants for the dyke edge and 
that a date for the bulb planting was still to be arranged. 
 
e) Parish Council Social Media  
The Parish Council discussed the possibility of having a Parish Council social media page 
and the clerk was asked to look into this further. 
 
f) Parish Plan 
The Chairman gave a presentation on the new mapping system being created to build up a 
Parish Plan and it was agreed that this would be discussed further at future meetings. 
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18/010 Planning:- 
 
a) Consider Planning Applications Received: 
 
1. (2017/1268/HPA) Retrospective application for single storey rear extension at 37 The 
Shrubberies, Cliffe.  No Objections 
 
b) Note Planning Applications Granted: 
 
1. (2017/0767/FUL) Proposed demolition of existing garage and construction of a new garage 
and car gallery at The Three Arches, Cliffe Common, Cliffe. 
 
c) Note Planning Applications Refused: NIL 
 
d) Note Planning Appeal Withdrawn:  
 
1. (2017/0157/OUT) Outline application to include access (all other matters reserved) for 
erection of 8 No dwellings following demolition of existing dwelling at Haymoor House, 
Moor Lane, South Duffield. 
 
e) Discuss Selby District Council Electronic Planning Consultation Request: 
The clerk advised that Selby District Council are looking at moving towards electronic 
consultation on planning applications and that they are looking for volunteers in the first 
instance but that this will be implemented throughout the borough in the future. 
 
The Parish Council discussed the issue of receiving planning applications electronically and it 
was agreed that Cliffe Parish Council would prefer to continue to receive a paper copy of all 
planning applications for as long as possible but it was also agreed that members would start 
to familiarise themselves with using Public Access.   
 
18/011 Finance:- 
 
a) The following payments were proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed:- 
 
1. J Leighton-Eshelby (Salary)          £ As Agreed 
 
2. HMRC (PAYE)        £  56.40 
 
3. Mrs P Topping (Expenses – Christmas Tree Lights)   £  39.99 
 
4. George Fillingham (Grass Cutting)     £440.00 
 
b) Note receipt of income, as listed below: - NIL 
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c) Consider request for the Parish Council to cover the cost of the Cliffe Village Institute 
Insurance 
 
The request was discussed and it was proposed by Councillor A Holman, seconded by 
Councillor A Wilson and unanimously agreed to cover the cost of the Cliffe Village Hall 
insurance premium (£687.43). 
 
d) Discuss sponsorship of Cliffe Playing Fields 
This item was deferred until further information is obtained, Parish Council representatives to 
make further enquiries. 
 
e) Receive Finance Report, consider the budget proposals for 2018/2019 and decide upon the 
level of precept followed by the signing of the form for Selby District Council. 
 
It was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed that the precept would be increased to 
£22,258.80, an increase of £779.45 as 2018/2019 will be the last year the Parish Council 
receive Selby District Council grant funding. 

18/012 Representatives Report:-  
 
Councillor A Holman spoke about the recent criminal activity throughout the village. 
 
Councillor J Wallinger gave an update on the speeding concerns raised for York Road and it 
was noted that the police did not see this as issue and as speed monitoring has already been 
carried out this cannot be done again within the next three years. 
 
Councillor H Cross advised that a meeting of the Mary Waud Charity would be held on 
Tuesday 16th January and the clerk was asked to chase Highways regarding the dip that has 
developed in the road surface of the A63 in line with the Shrubberies. 
 
Councillor C Topping expressed safety concerns regarding the cows on the riverbank which 
is part of the Trans Pennine Trail as there have been a number of instances of walkers/dog 
walkers being chased. Clerk to contact Mike Guerney - NYCC Public Rights of Way Officer 
for advice. 
 
Concern was also raised regarding the footpath at the side of Top End House which is made 
from limestone and therefore becomes very slippery in wet weather, clerk to also report this 
to Mike Guerney. 
 
18/013 Clerks Report:- 
 
Correspondence not listed on the agenda:- 
Clerk & Councils Direct Newsletter 
 
Items of Expenditure over £500:- Displayed on Parish Notice Boards 
 
Councillors are elected on behalf of everyone on the Register of Electors; therefore matters discussed, proposed 
and voted on, become the majority view and are not necessarily individual councillor’s views. 
Parishioners may view previous minutes, by giving prior notice to the Clerk (Ring 01757 630077 for 
appointment) 
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