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CLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St Andrews 
Mission on Monday 6th November 2017 

 
17/145 Present: - Councillors M Topping (Chairman), J Allan, C Topping, J Wallinger, A 
Wilson and R Woodhall 
County Councillor M Jordan 
District Councillors K Arthur and J Deans 
  
One member of the public was also present 
 
17/146 Apologies: - Councillor H Cross 

           
17/147 Declarations of Interest:-  
 
1) Councillor J Allan declared a Non-Registerable Interest in Item (17/154 No.1) Planning 
Applications Received due to being a neighbour. 
 
2) Councillor M Topping declared a Non-Registerable Interest in Item (17/154 No.2) 
Planning Applications Received due to being a neighbour and Item (17/155) (e) Consider 
Donation Request received from Cliffe Women’s Institute (WI) as a family member is the 
Chair of Cliffe Women’s Institute. 
 
3) Councillor A Wilson declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Item (17/155) (f) 
Consider Funding Request received from Cliffe VC Primary School due to working at the 
school. 
 
17/148 Public Session:- 
 
A member of the public requested an update on the Parish Paddock and spoke about the 
Selby District Council Site Allocations consultation. The Chairman spoke about the 
advantages and disadvantages of a Neighbourhood Plan which is a very lengthy process and 
also very costly. It was agreed that the Parish Council would look at putting together a 
Village Plan in the New Year which unlike the Neighbourhood Plan will have no formal 
statutory weight but can be used to assess the current and future potential issues and set out a 
plan of action. 
 
The member of the public also asked about the history of the Village Green Project and the 
Chairman gave an overview of this. It was agreed to look at any further work required for the 
village green in the New Year.  
 
17/149 Listen to reports from County and District Councillors:-  
 
County Councillor M Jordan spoke about the work of the Yorkshire Energy Doctor and the 
introduction of smart meters. 
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Councillor Jordan also gave an overview of the Drax Consultation on their plans for coal to 
gas conversion and spoke about North Yorkshire County Councils future plans for converting 
the A64 to a dual carriageway and the introduction of LED streetlights.  
 
District Councillor J Deans spoke about the Selby District Council Site Allocations 
consultation and it was noted that all of the twelve sites put forward in Cliffe have failed the 
initial sift with two potential employment sites identified. 
 
District Councillor K Arthur advised that the planning application for the proposed 
construction of a hanger/storage building at Birchwood Lodge, Market Weighton Road, 
Barlby would be determined by the Planning Committee on Wednesday 8th November. 
 
17/150 Police Report:- 
 
A report listing the recent Ringmaster notifications received by the clerk was distributed.  
 
17/151 Confirmation of Minutes:- 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 2nd October 2017 were proposed by Councillor 
J Wallinger, seconded by Councillor C Topping and unanimously agreed. 
 
17/152 Matters Arising:- 
 
The clerk was asked to contact Edenvale Homes to request a site meeting to discuss the 
disconnected street light on York Road. 
 
17/153 Items for Discussion:- 
 
a) Public Rights of Way  
 
Oxen Lane 
The clerk reported that she had still not received the quote requested from Roberts of Beal 
and it was agreed that the clerk would contact Sharon Fox – Highways to request details of 
other Streetworks accredited contractors and to report the problems experienced. 
 
William Jacques Drive 
The clerk reported that she had contacted North Yorkshire County Council to request 
permission for the Parish Council to organise some investigation work and that this had been 
agreed by Mike Guerney - NYCC Public Rights of Way Officer although he had stated that 
he has had no success with involving Yorkshire Water and Highways to try and locate a 
drain.   
It was noted that one property in William Jacques Drive has previously flooded with the 
potential for further flooding and it was agreed that the clerk would contact Amanda Suthers 
(Selby District Council Neighbourhood Officer) regarding this. 
 
Clay Lane 
The clerk reported that she had spoken to Mike Guerney - NYCC Public Rights of Way 
Officer regarding changing the status of Clay Lane and he had advised that there is very little 
chance of this being downgraded to a bridleway as it would need to go through a public 
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consultation and would likely receive objections, it would also need proof that it was wrongly 
recorded on the map. 
It was also noted that Mike would carry out a site visit next week to assess the condition of 
Clay Lane with regards to issuing a temporary closure.   
 
b) Highway Issues  
 
Councillor J Wallinger raised concern regarding the footpaths on Turnham Lane which are 
very overgrown and need clearing back. It was noted that NYCC Highways are responsible 
for this but that it has not been done for years, clerk to raise this with NYCC Highways. 
 
Tree Work – Main Street 
No further update 
 
Car Parking – York Road 
The Parish Council discussed the possibility of applying for yellow lines on one side of York 
Road from the first house on Chapelfields to the last house before the railway line and it was 
agreed that this would be investigated further. 
 
Curzon Terrace 
It was noted that a resident was continuing to block the footpath with parked vehicles and the 
clerk was asked to report this to the police. 
 
c) Parish Paddock - Deferred until the end of the meeting, to be discussed in Part 2 (Press and 
Public excluded) 
 
d) Cliffe Housing Needs Survey Report  
The clerk advised that she had received the draft Housing Needs Survey which she would 
circulate to members for agreement at a future meeting. It was also noted that Emma Whittles 
(Rural Housing Enabler) would be leaving Selby District Council on the 15th November and 
that it is envisaged that the community event to access the suitability of the two sites put 
forward will be held in the New Year once the new Rural Housing Enabler is in post. 
 
17/154 Planning:- 
 
a) Consider Planning Applications Received: 
 
Having declared a non-registerable interest Councillor J Allan left the meeting and took no 
part in the discussion of item no.1 
 
1. (2017/1115/HPA) Proposed erection of first floor extension over existing attached garage 
at Silver Birches, York Road, Cliffe. No Objections 
 
Councillor J Allan returned to the meeting 
 
Having declared a non-registerable interest Councillor M Topping left the meeting and took 
no part in the discussion of item No.2 
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2. (2017/1100/HPA) Proposed extension to existing dwelling at Twineham House, Main 
Street, Cliffe. No Objections 
 
Councillor M Topping returned to the meeting 
 
3. (2017/0931/LBC) Listed building consent for replacement of existing window to loft, 
insertion of velux roof light to rear elevation and insertion of bi-folding doors to rear 
elevation at Top End House, Hull Road, Cliffe. No Objections 
 
4. (2017/0767/FUL) Proposed demolition of existing garage and construction of a new garage 
and car gallery at The Three Arches, Cliffe Common, Cliffe. No Objections 
 
5. (2017/0960/COU) Retrospective change of use to hand car wash at Hand Car Wash, 
Double Six Service Station, Market Weighton Road. No Objections 
 
Amended Plans Received 
6. (2017/0665/FUL) Proposed erection of a detached single storey dwelling at Fair View, 
York Road, Cliffe. Object 
 
1) The proposed dwelling would create a new building line and could set a precedent for 
further building in rear gardens (garden grabbing). 
 
2) Concern regarding the proposed access which is unsuitable due to the speed bumps on 
York Road. 
 
3) The proposed dwelling is not architecturally in keeping with surrounding properties and is 
completely out of character. 
 
b) Note Planning Applications Granted: NIL 
 
c) Note Planning Applications Refused: NIL 
 
d) Note Planning Applications Withdrawn: NIL  
 
e) Note Receipt of Planning Appeal Received Following Refusal: 
 
1. (2017/0157/OUT) Outline application to include access (all other matters reserved) for the 
erection of 8 No. dwellings following demolition of existing dwelling at Haymoor House, 
Moor Lane, South Duffield. 
 
2. (2017/0106/OUT) Outline application with all matters reserved for demolition of general 
purpose agricultural building and erection of residential development at Green Lane Farm, 
Green Lane, Cliffe. 
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17/155 Finance:- 
 
a) The following payments were proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed:- 
 
1. J Leighton-Eshelby (Salary)          £ As Agreed 
 
2. L.A.W Electrical (Selby) Ltd – Street Lighting Repairs   £ 242.04 (Gross)
          £   40.34 (VAT)
          £ 201.70 (Net) 
 
3. A.S Walls & Son (Grass/Hedge Cutting Parish Paddock)   £ 420.00 (Gross) 
          £   70.00 (VAT)
          £ 350.00 (Net)  
b) Note receipt of income, as listed below:- 
 
1. Selby District Council (2nd half of precept)    £11,040.89 
    
c) Cliffe Village Green Retention Payment 
Councillor J Allan raised concern regarding the health and suitability of the Village Green 
Christmas tree which appears to be in a poor state. 
 
It was agreed that due to the quality of the tree which is continuing to decline and the 
previous problems experienced, the Parish Council would like to choose a replacement and 
possibly look at an alternative species and it was agreed that Councillor J Allan would liaise 
with the Chairman on this.  
 
It was agreed that the Chairman would advise the contractors that the Parish Council are not 
happy with the tree and that the retention payment will not be paid until it is replaced to the 
Parish Councils satisfaction. If the tree is not replaced by 28th November then the Parish 
Council will look at purchasing a tree and keep the retention payment. 
 
d) Consider Donation Request received from Cliffe Preschool  
The Chairman read out the request received for a donation of £500 to be used for literacy and 
numeracy development, outdoor equipment and a light box and it was noted that the 
preschool is a charity therefore all funds are self-generated through fees, government 
childcare allowance or by fundraising. 
The request was discussed and it was proposed by Councillor A Wilson, seconded by 
Councillor R Woodhall and unanimously agreed to donate £500 as requested.  
 
Having declared a non-registerable interest Councillor M Topping left the meeting and took 
no part in the discussion of item (e) 
 
e) Consider Donation Request received from Cliffe Women’s Institute (WI)  
The request received for a donation of £100 towards running costs was read out. The request 
was discussed and it was proposed by Councillor C Topping, seconded by Councillor R 
Woodhall and unanimously agreed to donate £100 as requested. 
 
Councillor M Topping returned to the meeting.  
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Having declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest Councillor A Wilson took no part in the 
discussion or vote of item (f) 
 
f) Consider Funding Request received from Cliffe VC Primary School 
The Parish Council discussed the request received for funding for new school computers 
which are urgently required as the current computers are not fit for purpose and the school 
have had to use their entire technology budget on replacement projector equipment. 
 
It was noted that the school would require approx. £6960 in order to replace all their 
computers and it was proposed by Councillor J Wallinger, seconded by Councillor J Allan 
and agreed in principle to support the school with this, subject to the head teacher confirming 
the exact amount required once they have negotiated a final cost and also clarifying the VAT 
situation.    
 
g) Consider Donation Request received from Councillor Judith Chilvers – Selby District 
Council Chairman 
The request received for a donation towards the Chairman’s chosen charities, Selby Young 
Carer’s and York Cancer Research was read out. The request was discussed and it was 
proposed by Councillor A Wilson, seconded by Councillor C Topping and unanimously 
agreed to donate £50. 

17/156 Representatives Report:-  
 
Councillor A Wilson advised that she is still working on the walking routes and the footpath 
at the A64 crossing. 
 
Councillor J Allan reported that the recent Cliffe Village Institute jumble sale raised £427.25 
and was the most successful to date. 
 
Councillor J Wallinger advised that volunteers have chopped back the branches overgrowing 
the canopy at the side of Cliffe Preschool but it was noted that this requires fully pruning 
back, clerk to make further enquiries. 
 
Councillor R Woodhall reported that NYCC Highways have agreed to carry out the work 
required to the trees opposite Twineham House. 
 
Councillor M Topping advised that a local resident has donated 50 kilos of daffodil bulbs for 
the parish. The Parish Council discussed where these should be planted and it was agreed that 
Councillor A Wilson would liaise with the resident regarding a convenient date for the 
planting.   
 
Councillor C Topping reported that Cliffe Playing Fields have started work on the fencing 
and that they are still waiting for a larger sign for the Playing Fields. 
 
The clerk read out a report received from Councillor H Cross including an overview of the 
Mary Waud Foundation AGM held on Wednesday 17th October. Councillor Cross also raised 
concern regarding car parking on the yellow lines outside school and it was agreed that the 
clerk would contact the local PCSO to ask them to monitor this. 
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It was also noted that an obvious dip has developed in the road surface of the A63 in line with 
the Shrubberies which is causing a significant noise and vibration nuisance to residents and 
the clerk was asked to report this to NYCC Highways. 
 
17/157 Clerks Report:-  
 
Correspondence not listed on the agenda 
Clerk & Councils Direct Newsletter 
 
The clerk also read out a letter of thanks received from Cliffe Playing Field Association. 
 
Items of Expenditure over £500:- Displayed on Parish Notice Boards 
 
Councillors are elected on behalf of everyone on the Register of Electors; therefore matters discussed, proposed 
and voted on, become the majority view and are not necessarily individual councillor’s views. 
Parishioners may view previous minutes, by giving prior notice to the Clerk (Ring 01757 630077 for 
appointment) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


